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PUBLIC LIBRARIES AND ART 

There is probably no stronger factor 
today in the education of the masses 
than the public libraries. More and more 
they become distributing centers not only 
of books but of knowledge. To what 
extent in this distribution art is con- 
sidered but few are aware. The fact is 
that the public libraries throughout the 
country are doing more toward cultiva- 
ting appreciation for art than any other 
institution. Under their auspices, and 
most frequently beneath their roofs, 
exhibitions are held, and lectures given, 
through their instrumentality reproduc- 
tions of masterpieces of art are freely 
circulated in the public schools and study 
clubs. In not a few of the newer libra- 
ries exhibition galleries have been com- 
prehended in the building plan, and in 



more than one instance an art museum 
has been the outgrowth. The Free Pub- 
lic Library of Newark, New Jersey, 
has been particularly active in the ad- 
vancement of art. During the last six 
years, fifty-five temporary exhibitions 
have been held in this library, with an 
attendance of 250,000 persons. It has 
twelve thousand mounted and one hun- 
dred thousand unmounted pictures which 
it lends to schools and individuals upon 
request. Through its initiative the New- 
ark Art Association has been formed and 
the nucleus of a public art collection se- 
cured. And in this far-reaching work 
the Newark Library is not alone. In a 
recently published pamphlet on "Public 
Libraries and Art Education," Mabel J. 
Chase tells of similar effort which is 
being made by public libraries in all 
parts of the country. Mention is made 
of libraries at Auburn, Maine; Marion, 
Indiana; Port Huron, Michigan; Du- 
buque, Iowa ; Denver, and Seattle, among 
others, who are successfully carrying 
on work along these lines. The move- 
ment evidently is general and its direc- 
tion is essentially sane. Art, through 
this medium, becomes democratic and 
establishes a relationship to everyday 
life. Objection may be made that the 
impulse given is not creative and that 
the attitude engendered is, for the most 
part, passive. These are, it must be ad- 
mitted, dangers to be avoided, but not as 
yet accomplished errors. Appreciation 
quickens creation, and lively interest 
stimulates effort. In these directions, 
the Public Libraries are rendering effi- 
cient service. 



NEW GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS 

Three new public buildings are to be 
erected in Washington by the United 
States Government, and sixty of the 
foremost architects in the country have 
been invited to submit designs in com- 
petition. This will mean twenty sets 
of plans for each building. There are 
to be no perspectives and no elaborate 
renderings, and two months have been 
allowed for preparation. The buildings 
are for the Departments of State, Jus- 



